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| Office and Social Centre: Sales Depot : 
4, SLATER STREET, 88, DUKE STREET, 
_ BARROW-IN-FURNESS. : 


Telephone: Barrow 698. 


Barrow Printing Co. Ltd., Lawson Street, Barrow. 
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BARROW, FURNESS AND WESTMORLAND SOCIETY 
FOR THE BLIND. 


TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT, 
31st March, 1945. 


We have pleasure in presenting this, the 23rd Annual Report, 
which covers a period of intense activity—not only in Blind Welfare, 
but also in Local, National and International affairs. The end of 
World War No. II, the General Election, and the introduction of 
new Social legislation and its probable effect on the administration 
of Blind Welfare have been, to the Blind, of considerable interest and 
concern. This applies particularly, of course, to the new plans for 
Insurance and Pensions contained in the Social Insurance and Allied 
Services Act which became law this year. Many meetings and 
discussions have taken place, including two with both local Members 
of Parliament, and the Blind Person’s position has been put very 
fairly and frankly—but nevertheless, forcibly—by both Blind and 
Sighted representatives of the Society. The most recent indications 
seem to be that only those blind persons who have been insured 
before the onset of blindness will be dealt with under the present 
Act, and that those who are now non-contributory pensioners will 
receive the retirement pension of the new scheme, namely 26/- per 
week. Until the new scheme of National Assistance is in being, 
these pensions, if inadequate for the requirements of the blind, will 
continue to be supplemented by Local Authorities under the Blind 
Persons Acts (and not by way of Public Assistance). When, 
however, the new scheme of National Assistance is developed, all 
cash payments to those in need, including the blind, will be central- 
ised in, and administered by, the Assistance Board. 


Co-operation with all Local Authorities in the Society’s area 
continues to be satisfactory and to the benefit of the Blind in our care. 

REGISTERED BLIND. The number of registered blind persons 
in the area, together with their age groups and distribution, are 
shown in the following analysis :— 


Males. Females. Total. 


Barrow-in-Furness C.B. Soe EDOM RL 44 108 
Lancashire C.C. Sk ete OR EGU 33: 65 
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AGE GROUPS— 


AGE. barruw. Lancs: Cumb.) Wiest: Totals. 
M. F M. F. M. F, M.F. Males. Females. Total. 
Orr a ak TE ee eee ee 
fee 'D. cai kag- nae ie a Be aa 
5—16 1 0O Qe? ah a eee 1 1 2 
UG sone ate. uy cS) Eee ee ee a le eee 
21—40 6 5 4 2 Oe 4 4 14 13 27 
40—50 7 3 32 0 3 ay? 12 10 22 
50—65 15 7 S66 3. 0 js 33 22 55 
65—70 7 9 Duk 2.2 Fon 21 18 39 
ZO&over 28 20 812 21 4 9 | 20°20 64 66 130 
64 44 32 33 912 4041 145 130 275 
DisTRIBUTION— Males. Femaies. Total 
Employed as Home feachers 2. ee. J 2 
Employed as Collections Organiser .... 1 ee 1 
Fimployedan Workshops: \tai( 2:60... 1 2 
Employed as Home Workers prone 2 Sf 
Emiployedelsewiere iis). asar Gets sce 2 13 
In Schools and Training Tasca ipns 1 1 2 
Not at School 2 = we 
Unemployed living at nbMee or in ealeitips 109 M13 ~272 
In P.A. or Mental Institutions 10 8 18 
In Hones tor the Bland) = i) &2.. 2a. ae. Be 
mt ND uiStamers:; U2 See ciee cee me toe BCE c: 4 
145 130- =278 


HoME TEACHING AND VISITING. The work of the Home Teachers 
has been carried out in a very efficient manner, and many reports 
are received of their patience, sympathy and cheerfulness, all 
bearing testimony to the way their work is appreciated by the blind. 


During the year Mrs. T. Holyoake—well-known by the blind for 
many years as Miss Preston—was appointed by the Westmorland 
County Council as Home Teacher for Administrative County Area. 
Shortly after her appointment Mrs. Holyoake took the Examination 
of the College of Teachers of the Blind and came out second on the 
list for all England, with Honours in five subjects. 


Since the end of the war the supply of materials for Handicrafts 
is steadily improving, and the Classes in Barrow and Millom are 
becoming more active, also more instruction is being given to the 
Blind in their homes in simple crafts and in the hand-knitting of 
socks, stockings, scarves and dish-cloths, for which there is a large 
demand. Encouraged by the Home Teachers, the reading of 
Braille and Moon is being taken up by more blind people, and in 
Barrow a regular weekly class has been held throughout the winter. 


It has not yet been possible to establish Centres for classes in 
Ulverston or Kendal owing to the difficulty of finding suitable 
accommodation, but no effort will be spared until such can be found. 
The value and usefulness of Occupation Centres has been proved 
beyond all doubt, and a great deal of information obtained at the 
Conferences of Home Teachers promoted by the Northern Counties’ 
Association for the Blind. 


HoME WORKERS AND TRAINEES. The number of Home Workers 
is now 9. Two Braille Copyists have had to cease work owing to 
ill-health, and one round machine knitter has been accepted into 
the Home Workers Scheme. Of the two men who were working in 
sighted industry during the war, one has returned to his former 
occupation as a piano tuner and one is still unemployed, though 
this is entirely due to lack of accommodation where a job was 
waiting for him. One young man training as a chair-seater con- 
tinues to make satisfactory progress, and one man is completing his 
training as a switchboard operator and typist. 


DISABLED PERSONS (EMPLOYMENT) AcT, 1944. All the Blind 
in the area coming within the age limit who are capable and willing 
to receive training have been urged to register as Disabled Persons 
under the above-named Act. A very large percentage have done so. 


UNEMPLOYABLE NECEssiTous BLIND. The amount of Domicil- 
iary Assistance paid to the necessitous Blind and their Sighted 
dependants again shows an increase over the previous year. This is 
largely due to the increase under the Whitley Council awards— 
cost-of-living bonuses—to the Blind in the County Borough area. 
The attached scale shows the increases awarded since the scheme 
was approved by the Barrow Corporation in October, 1941. The 
Assistance Scale in Westmorland County area has been stationary 
at the figure for last year, i.e., 35/- for single persons, and 51/- for a 
married couple ; while the Lancashire County Council has adopted 
and put into operation the National Assistance Board’s Scale of 
allowances. On the average this scale works out at 30/- per week 
for a single blind person, with allowances for rent or house, coal, 
extra nourishments for invalids, etc., etc., and for sighted dependants 
of married men. 


The Society has also continued to make large grants from its 
Voluntary Funds, amounting in all to £1,348 Ils. 4d. 
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SociaL AcTIVITIES. The end of the war in Europe was the 
signal for special celebrations for the Blind as for the Sighted 
members of the community. Outings were arranged and carried 
through from the four Centres, i.e., Barrow, Kendal, Millom and 
Ulverston. Thanks to the willing work of the various Committees 
of Lady Helpers, and the fascination which the Home Teachers 
exercised over the motor bus proprietors, there were ample supplies 
of food and excellent arrangements for transport. It was a great 
joy to the members of the Society, who were able to accompany the 
Blind on these outings, to see how the strain of war years lifted from 
the faces of those who, through lack of sight, had suffered special 
hardships, and there was peace and happiness and a deep thankful- 
ness in the voices of old acquaintances, and in the delight of Dems 
able to move about freely once more. 

Christmas parties, too, were more cheerful and well attended. 
This year a special one was arranged before Christmas, at Kirkby 
Lonsdale, for those who would be unable to travel to Kendal. It 
was a new venture which was crowned with success and many new 
sighted friends were made for the blind of that district through the 
contacts made on that occasion. 

BARROW SOCIAL CENTRE. As mentioned earlier in this report, 
the practice of handicrafts has been hampered by the War, and the 
use of a number of substitute materials has been unavoidable. 
The pulp-cane class has been unable to function for the past three 
- years, and this was a real loss, as those who took part in it found it 
both profitable and congenial activity. It is earnestly hoped that 
supplies of this material will soon be available. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties of the present day, social activit- 
ies have shown a marked return towards normality. Mr. W. J. 
Hackett, in his post as Social Hon. Secretary, has carried out the 
arduous duties of that office with conspicuous success. During the 
summer a number of rambles were arranged, the Coast Road and 
Newton being the most highly favoured ground. 

On most Tuesday afternoons a speaker or a concert party willingly 
gave their services. There was a special social event held in the 
Lyceum Hali during March, to which members of the Society were 
cordially invited. All the entertainment was carried out by the 
Blind themselves ; it was a noteworthy occasion. 

A class in Braille reading and writing was started in July, 1945. 
The class is held weekly, and consists of eight members, and, in 
most cases, slow but steady progress has been achieved. Another 
development which should not be overlooked is an informal gather- 
ing which meets at frequent intervals to acquire a taste for good 
music through the medium of gramophone records. Some idea of 
the nature of these programmes can be gathered when it is realised 
that the composers represented include Brahms, Beethoven, 
Schubert, Greig and others. This venture is undoubtedly supplying 
a need, though its appeal will necessarily be limited. 
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WIRELESS. This service has been continued and extended, and 
is greatly appreciated, particularly by the newly registered blind 
who live in country districts. The cost to the Society this year was 
£141 17s. 6d., a decrease on last year of £8 9s. 8d. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND COLLECTIONS. It was with regret that the 
Society learned in May last of Mr. S. J. Carbis’s decision to retire 
from his position as Collections Organiser, a post he had filled with 
unqualified success for many years, first with the National Institute 
for the Blind, and later—from 1928—with the Society. .At a 
meeting of the Committee in June, 1945, the Chairman, Alderman 
J. Brazinton, presented Mr. Carbis with a cheque as a mark of the 
Society’s appreciation of his long and faithful service, and said that 
whilst being sorry to say goodbye to Mr. Carbis it was pleasant to 
feel that he was retiring in good health and would be able to enjoy 
some measure of activity, and, possibly, service in his retirement. 


Mr. Harold Ashburner, who had been understudy to Mr. Carbis 
for a period of three months, was appointed Collections Organiser as 
from the Ist June, 1945. A further appointment as Collections 
Organiser in under consideration for the area of South Westmorland, 
and Mr. J. Berisford, 28, Spital Park, Kendal, was given a few 
weeks’ trial in this post until the end of the current financial year. 
It is probable that this appointment will be confirmed for the 
coming year. 


For various reasons the income from Collections shows a decrease 
in last year. This was not unexpected, as last year’s amount was a 
record one. It is hoped that the coming year will see this matter 
rectified and the income from voluntary sources restored to its 
previous high level. 


SALES Depot. The returns in this department also reflect the 
difficulty encountered in obtaining supplies of raw materials, but 
the year’s working has been quite satisfactory. There is always a 
large demand for the goods made by our Blind workers and for those 
we obtain from Blind Workshops in the Northern area. 


THANKS. This Réport of the Society’s work would not be com- 
plete without an expression of thanks to all who have contributed 
to the happiness and welfare of the Blind during the year. We 
desire to record our grateful thanks to all subscribers and voluntary 
helpers, contributors and collectors, to the speakers, artistes and 
organisers of concerts, members of Rotary Clubs, Police, Bus 
Conductors, and especially the Ladies of the Voluntary Committee, 
who have been unceasing in their efforts to make all the social side 
such a gratifying success. 


J. BRAZINTON, Chairman. 
H. FORREST, Hon. Preasuser 
F. H. ROBINSON,,. Secretary. 
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BARROW, FURNESS & WESTMORLAND SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND. 


DIRECT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SOCIETY’S FUNDS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST Marcu, 1945. 


Askam O.A.P. Association © ~.... Maen Mes are CT 2 

Bardsea Parochial Church Council — 

Barrow Association Football Club .... 

Barrow & District Kennel Association .... 

Barrow Grammar School for Boys 

Barrow Rotary Club a «i. 

Barrow Working Men’s Club & Institute 

Browne, Mrs. C. E., Old Hutton, Kendal 

Cavendish Whist Club — 

Crossfield, R., Esq., Ulverston r 

Crossfield, R. ‘Sands, Esq. Use Arnside 

Crossman, Mie. E Barrow _.... 

Cumberland and Westmorland Home and Workshops 
for the Blind (Proportion of collections for year 
ended 31/3/1945)... ... aoe ene 

Empress Whist and Social Club, Barrow. “<4, “Ss 3) 

Employees—-Case & Co., Messrs. R. Ps Barrow cain. 5 

Vickers- -Armstrongs Lids Messrs., Barrow 1254 

Furness Cricket Club, Barrow zg 

Grand Hotel, Grange- -over-Sands (per “Mrs. “Waxman, 
Blackpool) sae Seis ES GEN tk Same eae anne 

Ilet, Mrs., Barrow A St cnet 

Jackson, Mrs., Barrow! 12, Gi RS ee 

Jones, Rev. and Mrs. Ge Bardsea .... .... Lae nee 1 

Kirkby Lonsdale Fellowship is. DAE Ga ae Oe ee ae 

Knox, Jack, Psa. CoC. Millom Ee ape ae tise 

NE Ae Ce Social Club, Millom... 

Marsh Street V.-J. Celebrations (per Mrs. s. Willacy) 

McDowell, A. B., Esq., Barrow 1 

Peny, Win. C., Blandford... . len ae ee ] 

Public Park Ladies’ Bowling Club, Barrow . ee See 1 

) 
1 


CAMINO SB WR whe 


Reed, WKN. S. Officer Mien. ©. Pee ee ek: 
St. Paul’s P.C.C. , Grange 

Taylor, Mrs., Barrow 

tyson, El. Barrow... 

Ulverston on A. P. Association Z 
Wilcock, Mrs., Barrow gS cae cae’ pce age neonate Oia: 
Walcoék Wir. “bveeds: his all> LN eee. eee ene ere Uk 
Whiteford, Mr. J. Ulverston. .... 1 
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BARROW, FURNESS & WESTMORLAND SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND. 


LOCAL AND NATIONAL FUND. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


3lst Marcu, 1946. 


Austin, Mrs: H., Barrow 

Bamiord, Mr. T., Barrow .... 

Barrett, Mr. S. H., Millom... 

Barrow Printing ce 

Bateson, Mr. W. C., Ulverston .. 
Beahon, Rev. Fr., Barrow 

Billiard Mort... 

Blacklee, Dr. 1. H., Barrow. 

Bone Club, Dalton oe 
Brennan, Mr. J., Barrow .... 
Barrow Rubber Co. (Mr. H. Sharpe) 
Buildres’ Supply Co. Ltd., Kendal . 
Burton, Miss, Lakeside fae 
Butchart, Mrs., Dalton sai -s.. 
Butler, Messrs. ‘ee ab arrow: +. 
Caldwell, Dr. J., Milnthorpe 
Carson.~Dr., Barrow SE - 
Chapman, Mr. C. oss Ulverston 
Charles, Messrs. J. H Barrow .. 
Collecting Boxes .. 


(of this amount ip 11 13s. 9d. was collected by 


our friends at High Carley Sanitorium) 

Coopers, Messrs. Co., Barrow ae ie oe 

Co-operative Society, Barrow .... 

Co-operative Society, Dalton 

Co-operative Society, Millom .. 

Davidson, Mr. J., Newby Bridge 

Dobson, Mr. I’. M., Milnthorpe 

Dockers Bros., Messrs., Barrow 

Doxford, Mr., Kendal Beaton 

Ellison, Mr. WiC. Crbevens. 2. 

Ellwood, Mrs., Newton-in-Cartmel . 

Employees : — 
Barrow Corporation (General) .... 
Barrow Printing Co. .... oe 
Cairds, Messrs. D. Ltd., Barrow _.... 
Charcoal Iron Co. Ltd., Barrow 
Co-operative Society, Dalton .... 
Co-operative Society, Ulverston 
Dawson, Messrs. W. J., Barrow oot 
Heaths, Messrs. G. S. Ltd., Barrow 


Tancashine Ultramarine C6. Ltd Backbarrow 


Milners, Messrs. J., Barrow 
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New Northern Quarries Co. Ltd., Sandside 
Stott Park Bobbin Mill, Lakeside a 
Typo Society, Barrow 

Fell, Miss C., Ulverston 


Fell, Lieut. Gen. Sir MM. ot. om KCB. 5 von” 


Fisher, Messrs. J. & Sons, Barrow .... 
Fleming and Reid Ltd., Barrow 
Fothergill and Ison, Drs., Dalton 
Flower Day Collections—Arnside 
Askam 
Barrow 
Broughton 
Burton vy 
Cark and District 
Coniston .... 
— Dalton and District — 
Holme. ../-): ae 
Kirkby Lonsdale 
Millom 
Ulverstom .... 
Foster, Mr. V., Barrow 
Furness Supply, Broughton vac. sa. 
Gawith Hoggarth Co. Ltd., Kendal 
Gift Sales at Auction Marts—Barrow 
Broughton 
Cave er a4t.s 
Kendal 
Ulverston .... 
Green, Mrs., Barrow .... 
Greenhalgh; Kev. S., Lowick 
Gunson, Dr. E. R., Dalton Be 
Grange Motor & Cycle Co, Ltd. 
Hardy, Messrs. J. & Son, Barrow 
Hartley & Son, Messrs., Ulverston .... 
Helm, Miss A., Barrow... told 
Hetheringtons & Co.Ltd; Barrow .... 
House-to-house Collections—Askam 
Barrow 


Dalton and District Ks 


Kirkby 

Milnthorpe .... 

Ulverston 
‘Howarth, Mr., Newby Bridge Hotel 
Huartson, Messrs. O. M. Ltd., Barrow 
Hubbold, Mr. M. M., Barrow 
Hull, Mr. W., Barrow a 
[berson,..McicF oH Barrow. 9a ve. 
Jackson Hart & Co. Ltd., Barrow .... 
Jackson, Mr.-M. O:, Kendal ‘** =. 


NNWre 


be _ 
NCO MTR KF aN © 


— 


aoe — ee 
Hm NTD OO © 


—T =" 


pomek 


pond 


— — — 
OMNOMANOMNADONNK UNOKUNOANRH OR YO 


pet 


— 
SPPHOPMOCHAMNABLMWMONMHNDSOCOCCBOOS 


SSOSSOROOGOWNARSSOORSOSOSOSOSCONDOH 


17. 


Jones, Mrs., Staveley .... 

Jones, Mrs. Levens ~.... 
Levens, Mrs. W. H., Kendal 
Liddle, Dr. J, Barrow iis 
Loxhams Lid. Messrs., Barrow 
Lowden, Mr. C., Barrow 

Magill, Dr., Barrow .... 
Marks & Spencers Ltd., Barrow 


McKenna, Very Rev. it Canon, MBE. ‘Barrow .... 


Morris, Mr., Kendal 
1 6 Pea eet 

Parkinson, Mr., Millon. 
Poole, Mr. J. & Son, Barrow _.... 
Postlethwaite, Mr. F., Ulverston 
Rainey Bros. Ltd., Barrow 
Ramsay Ltd., Messrs., Barrow .... 
Randall, Mrs. ie Ulverston 


Rechabites, Independent Order of, ] Barrow Lodge — 


Result of Dancing Effort (Miss Rawlinson) 
Result of Whist Drive at Milnthorpe 
Revell, Mr., Newby Bridge 
Rose, Mr. J: J. B., Ulverston 
Shirley, Mr., Lakeside 2 
Stead & Simpson, Messrs. Ltd., Ulverston 
Stoller, Mr: Ll. Ly Batrow-..... ... f 
Storey, Messrs. W. T. Ltd., Barrow 
Studholmes, Messrs. Ltd., Barrow .... 
Studholmes, Messrs., Ltd. Kendal 
Sundry Subscriptions ... ee 
Symond, Rev. H. H. _ Pennington 
Taylor, Mr. N., Kendal 
Taylor, Mr. W., Kendal 
Taylor, Mr. , Haverigg 
Thompson, Messrs. N Bess Co. Ltd., Barrow 
Thornburrow, Miss, Windermere ; 
Tooner & Dennison, Messrs., Barrow 
Tomlinson, Mr., Levens 
Tyson, Mr. D., Millom 
Tyson, Mr. J., Millom.... nee en 
Walmsley & Smith, Messrs., Barrow 
West Coast Chrome Tannery, Millom 
Wickwar, Rev. Fr:, Barrow eerie 
Wilson, Rev. S. es “Penny Bridge 
Ward, Mr. J., Kendal 
Wharton, Messrs. Lees Sons, Kendal - 
Wood, Mrs. Ro Urewick*. - 
Woolworth, Messrs. F. W. Lid: “Barrow 
Wrigley, Mr. J., Barrow 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 
will be thankfully received by the Honorary 
Treasurer, Mr. H. Forrest. Midland 
Bank, Duke Street, Barrow (or any other 
Branch in the Society's area), or by the 
Organising Secretary, F. H. Robinson, 


4, Slater Street, Barrow-in-Furness. 
wee 


You are cordially | to Visit our 
SALES DEPOT, 88, Duke Street, Barrow, 
where we have a variety of Household and 


Personal Requisites made by the Blind. 


CHAIRS RE-SEATED IN CANE OR SEA-GRASS 


Support Home Industries. 


